
 
During this term, our theme is: 

How did people live in the past? 

Below are the areas that we are covering within the theme. 

Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible activities to be done at home 
 
 

English 
 
 

As part of our English work this half term, we will be studying 
the book Penguin. We will be using a Talk for Writing process 
involving reading, writing and drama for the first part of the half 
term.  
To link in with our topic work we will be creating fact files about 
Guy Fawkes and The Gunpowder Plot.  
Our letter formation and handwriting is improving greatly and 
we are continuing to work on this and making sure we write 
them on the lines.  
We will do Phonics daily in order to improve children’s 
knowledge of letters and sounds and then transfer this into 
their writing. 

It is very important that children have their reading book 
in school each day. It is important to read regularly both 
at school and at home – little and lots is great to keep up 
interest in a book. Encourage your child to read for 
pleasure at home and to share what they have read with 
the class.  
 
We are working on comprehension and understanding 
texts which will develop with lots of discussion about 
characters and events in the book.  
 
 

 
Maths 

This half term we are focussing on addition and subtraction and 
interpreting mathematical sums.  
We will be looking at numbers bonds and which numbers we 
need to add together to make 10 and 20. 
We will be carrying out lots of fun and practical activities to 
help embed these concepts.  
 
We will be continuing to work on our numbers to 100, looking 
at place value and how to read and write 2-digit numbers. 

Keep counting things you can see around you and reading 
house numbers, bus numbers and other numbers you 
may see in everyday life.  
 
Practise number bonds – for example which 2 numbers 
add together to make 5, 10 or 20. Children should 
become more familiar with this throughout year 1. 
 

 
 

Science 
 

This half term our Science topic will focus around Seasons. We 
will be thinking about Seasons and how they affect us. We will 
be using our mathematical skills to measure rainfall and 
temperature.   
 

Can you create your own rain gauge at home?  
You could also create your own weather diary.  
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Computing  

We will be recapping E Safety and how we can stay safe when 
using a computer, phone, tablet etc.  
 
We will also be working on our word processing skills and will 
create our own document based on Guy Fawkes and castles.  

Discuss technology used at home and how children can 
use this safely.  
 
Use the internet to play age appropriate phonic and 
maths games or sing along to songs that help us learn.  
 

 
Religious Education 

 

This half term we will be looking at the communities we belong 
to and what they mean to us.  
We will be learning why Jesus is special to Christians and how 
and why Christmas is celebrated across the world. 

Encourage conversations at home about the subject. 
Share your own views and discuss the importance of 
respecting the beliefs of others.  

 
Physical Education 

 

This half term we will be doing gymnastics and looking at the 
skills required for this and choreographing our own 
performances. We will continue to work on core stability and 
agility which will help us. 

Children will need PE kit in school which will be sent 
home at the end of each half term. We will need 
appropriate footwear, a white top, black bottoms and 
something to keep warm if we go outside. 

 
Design Technology  

 

This half term we will be creating our own free standing 
structures. We will research, design and make our own free 
standing structures based on our topic of Castles.  

Can you make a free standing structure at home?  

 
History  

 

We will be looking at the history of fireworks and The 
Gunpowder Plot. We will be researching the historical event 
and writing a recount of the key details. We look in depth at the 
life of Guy Fawkes and find out all about his role in The 
Gunpowder Plot. 
Alongside this we will be looking at Castles. We will discover 
how people lived in the past and look at the important key roles 
that people played whilst living in the castles.  

Discuss fireworks, firework safety and the history behind 
Bonfire Night. 
 
 
 
Choose any castle from around the country and create a 
fact file around the history of it.  

 


