
                                                                                   
 

Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible Activities to be done at home 

 
 
English

 

This half term, our English activities will be connected to our ‘Ancient Greece’ topic. The 
children will be reading a variety of Greek myths starting with ‘Theseus and the Minotaur’. 
The children will be writing their own endings for the myth in a comic strip style, similar to 
the myths they will be reading. They will also be: 

 Exploring character profiles 

 Exploring different themes within Greek myths 
 Using dictionaries to understand the meanings of words in context 
 Consolidating previous SPaG learning to develop their writing 

Please continue to support your child at home by helping them 
with their weekly spellings. 
Reading continues to be important in school so we ask that 
you read with your child as often as possible (3 times a week 
as a minimum). Please sign the reading records to show that 

they have read – will your child get a special reading reward?  
The children can use Accelerated Reader to take quizzes when 
they have finished a book so their teacher can see how well 
they have understood what they have read. 

Maths 

 

In Maths, the children will begin by building on their knowledge and understanding of the 
place value of 3 digit numbers, applying this to problem solving questions, as well as 
multiplying 2 digit by 1 digit numbers. They will also be learning to: 

 Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of objects: unit fractions & 
non-unit fractions with small denominators 

 Compare and order fractions 
 Measure, compare, add & subtract different units of measurement 

 Divide 2 digit numbers by 1 digit numbers 

By the end of Year 4, children are expected to know all of the 
times tables and related division facts. The sooner the children 
know these, the easier and more enjoyable maths will become. 
In Year 3 we focus on 3, 4, and 8 but if your 
child learns them all then it will be of great 
benefit to them. They can access TT Rockstars 
at home on their tablets, computers or phones. 

You could encourage your children to divide 
items at home into fractions (halves, quarters, thirds etc.) 

Science  In Science (Physics), we will be learning about Forces. We will be finding out the answers 
to the following questions: 

1. What are forces? 
2. Let’s Investigate – Which surface will the car move the fastest on? 
3. Which objects are magnetic? 
4. How strong are magnets? 
5. How do magnetic poles work? 
6. Who was Magnes? 

Children could experiment in their home to find objects that 
are magnetic. They could use a fridge magnet to help them.  
They could repeat our class experiment, testing a toy car on 
different surfaces around their home, or repeat using a 
different variable.  

History The children will be learning about history of Ancient Greece and the impact it has had on 
life today. The children will learn the answer to the following questions: 

1. Who were the Ancient Greeks? 
2. What is democracy? 
3. How have the Olympic Games changed? 
4. Wat happened during the Battle of Marathon? 
5. Why are Greek Gods and Goddesses important? 
6. What happened during the Trojan War? 

Children could use their skills from their last Computing unit to 
conduct effective research on the key questions that they will 

be learning about. They could use the Key Stage 2 – Ancient 
Greeks unit on BBC Bitesize to help them.  

Religious Education The children will be learning about what Christians believe about Jesus. They will look at 
symbols that Christians believe represents Jesus and also find out what Christians believe 
about God. 

Encourage your children to be curious about and aware of 
religions within the community around them and be respectful 
of their beliefs. 

Year 3 

In Spring 1 our topic is: 
Ancient Greece 

 



Computing 
 

This unit of Computing will teach new presentation skills and build on skills previously 
learnt too. Children will be able to: 

 Create a simple presentation 
 Create hyperlinks to new slides 
 Use slide transitions 
 Insert audio and video files 
 Use animations  
 Evaluate their creations. 

These skills will be used for the children to design and create a fairy tale story. 

Encourage your child to practise their presentation skills on 
Microsoft PowerPoint. Can they design a presentation all about 
themselves and their family? 

Physical Education This half term the children will focus on the skills required to play tennis. They will explore 
how to win a game of tennis and to think about tactics involved. The children will develop 
their throwing and catching skills, as well as learning how playing as an individual is 
different to the team games and tactics they have previously learned. They will also take 
part in mini tournaments.  
PE for Class 7 is on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
PE for Class 8 is on Mondays and Fridays. 
 
Children learning from home will be set challenges related to the PE skills for this half term. 

Please ensure your child comes to school in 
their PE kit on the appropriate days. This 
should be black shorts and a plain white T-
shirt or jogging bottoms/ leggings if the 
weather is cold. Appropriate footwear is also 
required. Earrings should be avoided on this 
day or plasters sent to cover them.  
Pracitse their throwing and catching skills in the garden and 
hitting a ball with a racket or a bat to improve their co-
ordination. 

Relationships 

Education  

As part of Relationships Education this half term the children will focus on health and 

wellbeing and will learn the following: 
1. How can I keep physically and emotionally safe? 
2. What do I know about change? 
3. How do we make informed choices about our health and wellbeing? 

Talk to your children about ways that their life had changed 

during the pandemic. What advice would they give to someone 
who might go through a pandemic again with no school? 

Music The children will be studying Bob Marley’s Three Little Birds. They will learn about Reggae 
music. The children will listen to music, play games and play instruments to Reggae music. 
Our music lessons in class will focus on playing tuned instruments in time to music and 
improvising their own tunes. 

Ask your child to clap back a pattern to you.  Can they repeat 
the pattern you have created?  Can they clap a pattern for you 
to repeat? 

Design and 
Technology  

This half term, in connection with the Ancient Greece topic, the children will be designing 
and making a Greek salad. We will be reinforcing previous Science learning about the 
different food groups and the nutritional value of the food we eat.  

Encourage your child to discuss the food they eat. Which food 
groups are they eating? 

French Children will build on their learning from last half term and continue 

to follow French instructions. The children will be learning how to 
name some French foods and say which they like or dislike. The 
children will learn how to use basic descriptions such as colour and 
size to describe foods. The children will do this using a range of 
methods including: songs, games and engaging in conversations.  

Encourage your child to have conversations in French 

embedding their knowledge from last half term, as well as 
practising new vocabulary learnt.  

 



 
                                                                                   
 

Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible Activities to be done at home 

 
 

English 

This half term, we will be looking at non-fiction text features and writing our own set of 
instructions on how to make a Greek salad that we made last half term. We will also be 
exploring twisted fairy tales and developing our story writing skills to come up with our own 
twisted tale. We will also be writing our own poems to celebrate National Poetry Week.  
SPaG focuses will include: 

 Apostrophes for contraction 
 Using direct speech 
 Dictation 
 Practising different sentence types and using the correct punctuation  

Please continue to support your child at home by helping them 
with their weekly spellings. In school, we practise these little 
and often to help children remember. 
Reading continues to be important in school so we ask that 
you read with your child as often as possible (3 times a week 
as a minimum). Please sign the reading records to show that 
they have read – will your child get a special reading reward?  
The children will use Accelerated Reader in school to take 

quizzes when they have finished a book so their teacher can 
see how well they have understood what they have read.  
They also have tasks to complete on MyOn so please ensure 
you provide them with access to this, if possible.  

Maths 

 

During this half term, we will be refining our arithmetic skills, as well as engaging with 
some new areas of Maths. We will be focusing on: 

 Estimating addition and subtraction calculations 
 Telling time to the nearest minute 
 Recognising angles  
 Adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator 
 Drawing and recognising 2D shapes 

 Times tables 

By the end of Year 4, children are expected to know all of the 
times tables and related division facts. The sooner the children 
know these, the easier and more enjoyable 
maths will become. In Year 3 we focus on 3, 4, 
and 8 but if your child learns them all then it will 
be of great benefit to them. They can access TT 
Rockstars at home on their tablets, computers or 

phones. 

Science  In Science (Physics), we will be learning about light. We will be finding out the answers to 
the following questions: 

1. Why is light so important? 
2. Let’s investigate- which surface is the best reflector of light? 
3. How do shadows behave? 
4. Why are mirrors marvellous? 
5. Why can the sun be dangerous? 
6. Who was Percy Shaw? 

Children could experiment in their home to find different light 
sources.  They could group these into natural and artificial 
light sources. Remember some of them are tricky!  The 
children could make their own shadow puppets and explore 
different shadow sizes. 

Geography The children will be learning about geography of the United Kingdom. The children will 
learn the answer to the following questions: 

1. What are the countries and cities in the UK? 
2. Where are the rivers and seas in the UK? 
3. What is a county? 
4. Where is the high ground in the UK? 
5. How did London and Darlington grow? 
6. How has the UK changed over time? 

 

Ask the children what they are learning in their topic lesson.  
Can the children tell you what the countries in the UK are and 
their capital cities? Do they know where Darlington is on a 
map? Is it a village, town or city? Could they go on a walk to 
see the local river and remember what it is called? 

Religious Education The children will be learning about the Christian festival of Easter including the importance 
of Palm Sunday and the Easter story. 

Encourage your child to think out about the real meaning of 
Easter. 

Year 3 

In Spring 2 our topic is: 

What is the geography of the UK? 

 



Computing 

 

In computing this half term, we will be developing our word processing skills using 
Microsoft Word. The skills learnt will be life-long skills that children can use into their adult 
life, with the ever-changing world of technology. This will include refining basic computer 
literacy skills and learning new sophisticated skills to apply to their final outcomes. They 
will learn the following skills: 

 Using the undo and redo tool 
 Making text bold, italic or underlined 
 Changing the case of the text 
 Aligning text 
 Cut, copying and pasting 
 Inserting images and adding screenshots 
 Using <ctrl> shortcuts 
 Using a secure password 

These skills are extremely important so if your child has access 
to Microsoft Word/Office at home then they would practise 
them.  
 
There are many online guides to support your children with 
computer literacy. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zvnrq6f  

Physical Education This half term we will develop our skills and understanding in dance. Children will create 

and perform their own dance routines. This half term we will be looking at representing the 
weather through dance. For weeks 1 and 2, children in school are in Class 7, therefore use 
the dates for Class 7 below.  From 8th March children will be back in their normal classes so 
please send your child in their PE kit on the appropriate days. 
PE for Class 7 is on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
PE for Class 8 is on Mondays and Fridays. 
 

Please ensure your child comes to school in 

their PE kit on the appropriate days. This 
should be black shorts and a plain white T-
shirt or jogging bottoms/ leggings if the 
weather is cold. Appropriate footwear is also 
required. Earrings should be avoided on this 
day or plasters sent to cover them.  

Relationships 

Education  

As part of Relationships Education this half term we will focus on health and wellbeing and 
will learn the following: 

1. How can I keep physically and emotionally safe? 
2. What do I know about change? 

3. How do we make informed choices about our health and wellbeing? 
We will also be completing the recovery curriculum revisiting the 5 R’s.  
It is also National Bed Month and children will be involved in a range of activities and asked 
to think about the importance of sleep and reducing their screen time. 

Talk to your children about ways that their life had changed 
during the pandemic. What advice would they give to someone 
who might go through a pandemic again with no school? How 
did they cope with the changes? How do they feel about 

coming back to school or for their friends returning to school? 
Encourage children to go to bed at a suitable time and get 
between 11-13 hour sleep a night. 

Music We will be studying Bob Marley’s Three Little Birds and learning about Reggae music. The 
children will listen to music, play games and play instruments to Reggae music. 
We will also be restarting their fortnightly music lessons with Mr Henderson and will learn 
how to play the ukulele over this year. 

Ask your child to clap back a pattern to you.  Can they repeat 
the pattern you have created?  Can they clap a pattern for you 
to repeat? 

Design and 

Technology 

The children will be designing and creating their own fabric case to hold an object of their 
choice. We will need to plan and design the product, considering materials used, colours and 
patterns for the user.  We will then be evaluating our creations to decide if they are fit for 
purpose.  

Ask your child to draw and label designs they create at home. 
Can they think about the materials they will use? Can they 
design and make a prototype at home? 

French Children will continue to learn how to follow French instructions. The children will be learning 
how to name some French foods and say which they like or dislike as well as learn how to 
use basic descriptions such as colour and size to describe foods.  

Encourage your child to have conversations in French 
embedding their knowledge from last half term, as well as 
practising new vocabulary learnt.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zvnrq6f

