
 
During this term, our theme is:                   Where do we live? 

 Below are the areas that we are covering within the theme. 

 

Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible activities to be done at 
home 

 
 

English 
 
 

As part of our English work this half term, we will be studying a range of books including 
some traditional tales. Our focus in English will be around verbally retelling the stories 
before producing simple sentences.  
 
We will be looking at how to form letters correctly and making sure we write them on the 
lines.  
 
We will teach Phonics daily in order to improve children’s knowledge of letters and sounds 
and then transfer this into their reading and writing. 
 
 

It is important to read regularly at home – little and lots 
is great to keep up interest in a book. Encourage your 
child to read for pleasure at home and to share what 
they have read with the class. They may also like to visit 
the library to read other books.  
 
Children will receive a book every Monday linked to the 
phonics previously taught and we expect this book back 
on the Friday. For the weekend the children will receive 
another book to read.  

 
Maths 

This half term we will be learning to count objects up to 20 and then beyond. We will be 
looking at place value and how to read and write 2-digit numbers. 
 
Children will have practical tasks where possible and use lots of maths equipment to 
support their learning.  
 

Practise correct number formation and make sure 
numbers are the right way around.  
Encourage children to read and say numbers you see in 
everyday life such as house numbers, phone numbers, 
car registration plates etc.  
 

 
 

Science 
 
 

What are everyday materials?  
 
Our Science topic will focus on materials, what they feel like, their properties and what they 
are used to make.  
 
We will be investigating which materials are best used to make an umbrella which links with 
our significant person Samuel Fox.  

Look around your house for different materials. What 
are objects made from? How do these materials look 
and feel? 
 
You could create a fact file about Samuel Fox. 

 
Information 

Communication 
Technology 

 

 Before using the internet we will be learning about how to stay safe online and how E 
Safety applies to all kinds of technology including phones, tablets, games consoles etc.  
 
We will be learning how to do all the basics of computing including how to log on, save and 
open work.  

Discuss technology used at home and how children can 
use this safely.  
 
Use the internet to play age suitable phonics and maths 
games or sing along to songs that help them learn.  
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Religious Education 

 

This half term we will be looking at how and why Christians celebrate Harvest. We will be discussing 
how we are grateful for the Earth’s resources and how we can be kind and helpful.  
 
We will be celebrating Harvest in a school ‘virtual’ assembly and also looking at and discussing local 
churches and how their congregation celebrate Harvest and help others.  

 

Encourage conversations at home about the subject. 
Share your own views honestly and discuss the 
importance of respecting the beliefs of others.  

 
Physical Education 

 

Year 1 have PE on Tuesday and Thursday but we will be keeping active each day. 
 
Children will be working on core basic skills such as balance, agility and running whilst also learning to 
play a variety of games such as ‘stuck in the mud.’ We will be looking at the athlete Mo Farah during 
these sessions.  
 
In our other PE topic we will focusing on gymnastics. We will be making shapes with our body to make 
them wide, curled and narrow. We will be looking at the athlete Simone Biles.  
 
 
 

Can you practise any new skills at home in your spare 
time?  
Children will need PE kit in school which will be sent 
home at the end of each half term. 

 
Art 

 

In Art we will be developing our sketching skills and exploring primary and secondary colours. We will 
be developing our drawing and sketching skills using the story ‘Rules of Summer’ by Shaun Tan.  

 

Could you sketch your favourite animal, practising 
pressing down softly and then a bit harder to make your 
shading darker? 

 
Geography 

 

Where is my school?  
 
This half term we will be looking at houses from the past and the houses we live in today. We will look 
at the shapes and what materials they are made from.  
 
We will be focusing on where our school is. Looking at the location in Darlington, the distance from 
home and what is near our school building.  
 
We will be improving our map skills and will create a simple map for our school grounds.   
 

 

When walking around the local area, discuss different 
types of homes and use phrases such as ‘semi-detached’, 
‘detached’ etc.  
 
Talk about the different buildings in and around 
Darlington especially some of the old ones in the town 
centre.  
 
 

 
Music 

 

In Music, we will be looking at pitch, tempo and repeated patterns in sound. We will be using our 
voices and instruments to replicate sounds we may hear in the story of The Three Little Pigs. We will be 
using the Huff and Puff song on Music Express to practise our skills and carry out a class performance. 
 

Music is all round us. Is the music you hear fast or slow? 
Can you clap along to the beats on the radio or make a 
beat of your own? 
 
 

Relationships 
Education (R-Ed) 

In R-Ed we will be focusing on reconnecting. We will be discussing our lockdown stories and the 
emotions that we felt during this time. We will playing a variety of games which will help us to get to 
know each other better. 

Discuss emotions at home. Explain the different times 
we feel emotions and explain ways in which we can deal 
with these emotions.  
 

 


