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During this term, our theme is:  

England V Kenya  
 

Would you rather live in England or Kenya? 

 

Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible activities to be done at home 

English 

The children are going to read a mixture of stories, poems and non-fiction texts 

to complement their Geography work on England and Kenya. 

The children will start by reading Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain, this is a 

repetitive poem that the children will learn and perform. The children will 

imagine they are an animal in the story and write setting descriptions of the 

African Plain. The children will then read a book called ‘The Hunter’ and will 

retell the story. We will also read Julia Donaldson’s The Ugly Five. Once we 

have read this book the children will produce fact files about their preferred 

Kenyan animal. 

 Encourage your child to read for 

pleasure at home.  

 Practise the poetry at home using 

actions to help you remember it. 

Maths 

This half term we will be doing a lot of work on place value – particularly 

breaking a number down into 10s and 1s. The children will focus on addition 

and subtraction and will also look at 2D and 3D shapes.  The children will be 

counting in groups of 2, 5, 10 and 3 and linking this to the times tables. The 

children will carry out weekly arithmetic and times table tests. 

 Practise counting in 

2s, 3s, 5s and 10s.  

 Log on to Timetables 

Rockstars and beat 

your high score!  

 Use lollypop sticks and pompoms to 

represent 10s and 1s and make your 

own 2 digit numbers.  

Geography 

This half term the children will be answering the question ‘Would you rather 

live in England or Kenya?’ The children will learn to locate and label Kenya on 

a world map, as well as England. They will go on to learn about what life is like 

for people living in Kenya, what National Parks and animals are in Kenya and 

finally how their life is different to Kenyan people. 

 Research Kenyan food – can you 

prepare and make a typical Kenyan 

dish? 

 What are Kenyan clothes like? 

Design a typical Kenyan outfit. Why 

do they have to wear the style of 

clothes that you have researched? 

Science 

We will be studying living things and their habitats. We will be exploring our 

school grounds and local area and making our own habitats for the creatures 

within our school grounds. The children will also learn about world habitats, 

food chains and the basic needs of living things. We will be studying Bill Oddie 

as our significant person and the impact he has had on wild life conservation. 

 Create a habitat at home for the 

living things in your home or garden.  

 Create bird feeders or animal food 

to attract new wildlife to your 

environment. 

 Carry out a survey of the wildlife you 

see at home. 
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During this term, our theme is:  

England V Kenya  
 

Would you rather live in England or Kenya? 

 

Computing 

The children will be learning to use technology to create, organise, store, manipulate and 

retrieve digital content. They will be working with Microsoft word. We will also be focusing 

on internet safety and how to stay safe online. 

 Ask the children to tell you what they have 

learned.  

 Reinforce the importance of staying safe 

on line at home. 

Religious 

Education 

This half term we will be learning about Hinduism. We will study Hindu core beliefs and look 

at famous Hindu stories such as Rama and Sita. The children will also be looking at the 

festival of Diwali and will get ready to celebrate Diwali in school (14th November). 

 Encourage conversations at home about 

the subject. 

 Share your views honestly and discuss the 

importance of respecting other beliefs.  

Physical 

Education 

The children will be exploring and developing their dodging skills using them in games 

situations. We will be looking at Kenyan dance and putting a sequence of moves together 

to create our own Kenyan dance. 

We have PE on Thursday and Friday. Please send PE kits into school at the beginning of term 

and we will send kits home before each half term holiday.  

 Rehearse your dance at home. 

 Research Kenyan and African dance styles 

on YouTube – can you learn more dance 

moves? 

 Make sure your child has a PE kit in school. 

Music 

We will be listening to traditional Kenyan and English music and will be comparing the 

sounds of each. We will be looking at what instruments are traditionally used in Kenyan 

music. We will be creating our own Kenyan music to represent the sounds of animals in 

Africa. 

 Listen to traditional English and Kenyan 

music, how does it make you feel? 

Art 

The children will be using illustrations in the book Rules of Summer by Shaun Tan as a stimulus 

to encourage the children to reflect on current events. We will be focusing on sketching 

rabbits and creating dramatic backgrounds. 

 Ask the children what they have been 

discussing at school.  

 Can you find any art work in your local 

area that has been created to support our 

NHS during the pandemic? 

Design and 

Technology 

Textiles – the children will design and make prototypes and actual finger puppets. The 

puppets will be Kenyan animals. The children will use their finger puppets to help them in 

English when performing poetry and drama linked to their Geography topic. 

 Use materials around the house to create 

finger and hand puppets of other favourite 

story characters. Don’t forget to plan your 

design carefully and evaluate it once it’s 

finished. 

Relationships 

Education 

During this half term we shall be implementing a recovery curriculum to help the children 

deal with their feelings related to their experiences during lockdown. Each week the 

children will be introduced to a new lens of recovery to form the foundations of all the work 

they have done and to prepare them for their return to ‘normal’ schooling. The lenses are: 

reconnecting (re-establishing relationships), recognition (sharing stories of lockdown), 

reward (self-care and self-assurance), relaxation (breathing and mindfulness) and readiness 

to learn. 

 Ask your child to share what they have 

been doing at school. 

 Complete some colouring at home whilst 

listening to relaxing music. 

 Lie down somewhere comfortable and 

play one of the visualisation videos put on 

the school Facebook page during 

lockdown. 
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During this term, our theme is:  

Why is The Great Fire of London such 
an important event in British history? 

Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible activities to be done at home 

English 

Our English work this half term will be linked to our topic. We will be reading ‘Toby and The Great 

Fire of London’ by Margaret Nash and Jane Cope. We will look at Samuel Pepys’s diary and 

create our own diary entry for the Great Fire of London. Finally, we will spend time studying some 

digital literacy and watch a video of the Great Fire of London.  The children will write setting 

descriptions of the fire and use adjectives to describe the setting.  As ever, the children will 

continue with daily spelling practice and will bring spellings home each week.  

 

Encourage your child to read for pleasure at 

home.  

Continue to practise spellings every day. 

Maths 

Children will start the half term by learning about 2D and 3D shapes. They will use what they 

learnt in Y1 to identify shapes and then spend time learning how to identify and name features 

of 2D and 3D shapes such as vertices, edges and faces. The children will carry out weekly 

arithmetic and times table tests. The children will learn to interpret and construct pictograms 

and tally charts. Finally, the children will learn to tell the time by recapping o’clock and half past 

times and introducing quarter to and quarter past. 

 

Practise counting in 2s, 3s, 5s and 

10s.  

Log on to Timetables Rockstars 

and beat your highest score!  

Use lollypop sticks and pompoms to represent 

10s and 1s and make your own 2 digit numbers. 

History 

We will be learning about the Great Fire of London and its effect on London. We will learn about 

the differences between fire safety then and now and how the Fire Brigade was created. The 

children will think about how the fire was started, the impact it had on London at the time and 

how it has affected life in London today. 

 

You could create a scrapbook page with 

different information about the Great Fire of 

London. 

Science 

In Science we will be investigating materials and their properties. We will carry out experiments 

to find the best suited material for different products and purposes. We will be doing an 

investigation to find out the best material to use to make an umbrella. The children will learn new 

vocabulary to describe materials. We will be linking science to our History topic and consider 

the materials that the houses were built from in London at the time. 

 

Explore the different materials that you see 

every day and talk about why they have been 

used. Can you make a product out of a 

recycled item?  

Computing 

The children will learn to identify and name a variety of animals in their habitats. They will use 

laptops to classify a group of items by answering questions and will collect data using tick charts 

or tally charts. On the computers the children will use simple charting software to produce 

pictograms and other basic charts. Finally, they will take and edit photographs from our wildlife 

garden. 

 

Allow children opportunities to take 

photographs of wildlife at home either on a 

camera, smart phone or tablet. 
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During this term, our theme is:  

Why is The Great Fire of London such 
an important event in British history? 

Religious 

Education 

The children will answer the question ‘How and why is light important at Christmas?’ The children 

will learn about how light and darkness is important to Christians at Christmas, especially during 

advent. The children will also discuss candles, tree lights and fairy lights. 

Design your own Christmas tree with tree lights.  

Create your own advent calendar and draw a 

Christmas picture behind each of the 24 days.  

Encourage conversation about Christmas for 

Christians and compare to religious festivals for 

other religions.  

 

Physical 

Education 

The children will focus on ball skills this half term in PE. They will look at skills and techniques such 

as dribbling, keeping possession, passing and receiving the ball. We will also be experimenting 

with linking balances and movements in gymnastics. 

Keep active at home by riding your bike or 

scooter, making an effort to walk to school and 

having a play in the park. Could you practise 

PE ball skills too? 
 

Music 

The children will listen to and appraise different styles of music. They will sing and play games 

and learn how to describe different styles. They will also learn to sing Christmas songs accurately. 

Ask the children to use YouTube to practise 

learning the assembly song of the week.  

Encourage singing in the home. 

 

Art 

We will be learning about Van Gogh and his Starry Night painting. We will develop various artistic 

skills to help us create a Great Fire of London scene in the style of Van Gogh. We will be Learning 

Outside of the Classroom and will be looking at the work of Giuseppe Arcimboldo. We will use 

natural resources to design and recreate Arcimboldo’s fruit picture. The children will carry out 

treasure hunts outside to learn more about him and then will make frames for their finished work 

using natural materials. 

 

You could research Van Gogh or Arcimboldo 

and try and recreate another famous painting 

of theirs using natural or artistic materials. 

Design and 

Technology 

Textiles – the children will design and make prototypes and actual finger puppets. The puppets 

will be Kenyan animals. The children will use their finger puppets to help them in English when 

performing poetry and drama linked to last half term’s Geography topic. 

Use materials around the house to create finger 

and hand puppets of other favourite story 

characters. Don’t forget to plan your design 

carefully and evaluate it once it’s finished. 
 

Relationships  

Education 

This half term the children will continue with Northwood’s Recovery Curriculum. The curriculum 

aims to support children’s social and emotional wellbeing in school following the Covid 19 

pandemic. This half term’s lenses are the 5CS – collaboration, communication, care, community 

and connection. Each week, the children will engage in short activities to develop their social 

and emotional skills in each of the 5 areas. 

 

Talk to your child about the impact of the 

second lockdown on their life. How is it similar 

and different to the first lockdown? How do they 

feel about it? 
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