
  

During this term, our theme is:                                                 
Why is the railway so important to Britain? 

Below are the areas that we are covering within 

the theme. 

Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible activities to be done at home 

 
 

English 
 

To start this half term, we will be continuing to work with the book, ‘Beowulf’ 
by Michael Morpurgo. We had loved working with this book so far and cannot 
wait to continue the tale. We will be working on themes across novels and 
comparing different version of a text. We will also be writing our own story 
about Beowulf and his battles with a monster, as well as creating a biography 
about his life. After this, we are very excited to start work with a brand-new 
novel that links with our Railway topic. This book is called, ‘The Highway Falcon 
Thief’ and is the first in an adventure series by M.G Leonard and Sam Sedgman. 
It is a brilliant book, full of excitement and mystery, which we know the children 
will love.  

Read at home as often as you can and get your reading record signed; we 
love to see this happening and celebrate it at school.  
You may wish to read other books by our authors as well, such as ‘War 
Horse’ by Michael Morpurgo or the Beetle Boy series by M.G Leonard, 
which is brilliant.  
As well as this, please use myON to find even more texts to read at home; 
there is a simply huge selection here.  
Also, you may wish to write some of your own pieces of work at home 
inspired by our school work – you could write a story about another beast 
for Beowulf to battle or a biography about someone who inspires you.  

 
Maths 

This half term, we will be revisiting many of our mathematical terms that we 
have done over lockdown to secure this knowledge. We will be looking at 
decimals (to thousandths) including ordering and comparing decimals. As well 
as this, we will be looking at converting between fractions, decimals and 
percentages, where we will be finding fractions of amounts. We will also be 
focusing on arithmetic so we can practise our basic skills in addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division, doing our weekly assessments, which 
will help us as we begin to look at multi-step problems in addition and 
subtraction.  

There are many activities online to help with practicing using fractions, 
decimals and percentages. See if your child can recognise numbers with 
up to three decimal places – can they then order and compare these with 
different amounts or even percentages?  
Times tables are a solid foundation for a lot of arithmetic within maths; a 
good way of practicing this is by logging onto Times Table Rockstars at 
home – can they win enough coins to get themselves a new outfit?  

 
Science 

During our Science work this half term, we will be starting our unit of work 
around humans and animals, focusing on the human life cycle. We will cover the 
following areas: What are the stages of human life? How do babies develop and 
grow? What is puberty? What changes take place in old age? How are gestation 
periods and life expectancy across humans and other animals similar and 
different? Who was Leonardo da Vinci and how was he influential? 
 

Your child may have questions surrounding some of the learning in this 
topic; it would be great if you could discuss these areas of learning to 
further consolidate the work in school.  
As well as this, you could research the life cycle of another animal 
(including how it changes over time) and explore how this is similar and 
different to humans.  

History During this half term, we will start to learn about the railway, its history in 
Britain and why it is so significant, both to our country and the town of 
Darlington. We will cover the following areas: What were the earliest railways 
and locomotives like? What was special about a steam locomotive? Why did the 
railway network grow? What was the impact of the railways on society? How 
have locomotives changed our time?  What might the future look like? We will 
also study the work of some key, significant individuals and look at how the 
history of Darlington is linked so closely to the history of the railway.  
 

You could research the history of trains and the railway; if you have ever 
been on a train, you could also talk about what the experience is like. Also, 
why not explore train timetables to discover where you could get to from 
Darlington and how long the journeys would take.  
As well as this, you could also look at The Head of Steam museum’s 
website (or visit it if restrictions allow) or the National Railway Museum’s 
website for further information and interesting videos.  
We would love you to share any of this information and work with the rest 
of the class.  
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Computing 

This term, we will be looking at blogging. We will be covering what the term 
blogging is as well as how to do this safely online. We will be picking topics that 
we want to blog about and composing our own blog. Children will share these 
with each other and post comments. We will discuss how these comments can 
be used and how they make the blogger feel.  

Share some interesting blogs that you may like. Encourage your child that 
it is okay to disagree as long as it is done in an encouraging and positive 
way. Explore various blogs and share some of your interests – there is 
especially some nice ones about cooking or exercise.  

Religious 
Education 

This half term, we will be looking at the questions, ‘What can we find out about 
religious communities in our local area?’ We will learn about the religions that 
are in our local community, the religious buildings that are within Darlington, 
how religious communities can operate and how religion is celebrated locally.  

What religious buildings are there in your local area? You might be able to 
see these buildings on any local walks that you do. Why not see if they 
have a website, so that you can see inside the building and find out what 
takes place there. 

Physical 
Education 

 

In cricket, we will be exploring the game and practising various skills such as 
fielding, batting and bowling. This will help develop motor skills within children 
and encourage teamwork and co-operation. In dance, we will be exploring a 
circus theme. Children will be creating their own dance routine to circus music 
and role-playing characters that may be found in a circus. Groups will be 
performing these routines to each other and offering feedback. We can’t wait to 
see the full routine at the end of the unit! 

Practise some of the skills that may help your child in cricket such as 
catching, throwing or fielding the ball. You could even watch some games 
of cricket – help your child to follow the game and learn some of the rules. 
See if your child can think of some of the actions or routines they have 
made or even try to come up with some interesting ones together! You 
could even look at some clips of circus performers to help give your child 
some new ideas.  

Art This half term we will be looking at railway posters – comparing both modern 
and traditional styles. We will see how posters were made in order to influence 
or attract customers. We will also look at how this has been portrayed by the 
media and the reasons behind this. We will create our own posters for railways 
as well as an alternative picture in the style of a railway poster.  

You could look at various posters across the years with your child and 
point out any similarities or differences. Can your child verbally tell you 
what they like and dislike about posters? Have a look at various different 
trains and railways throughout history and try sketch or paint one that 
stands out to yourself.  

Relationships 
Education 

As part of our recovery curriculum, we will be looking into the 5 T’s. This will 
encourage children to help support themselves and others, inside and outside 
of the classroom. We will also be looking at how we can show respect for 
ourselves and others and the importance behaviour and actions. We will look at 
rules and laws that protect us and research why and how these are made. As a 
class, we will also look closely at the basic human rights shared by all people set 
out in the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child.   

Ask your child which of the 5 T’s they are focusing on this week – can they 
explain what it means to you and can they demonstrate it? 
Talk to your child about the importance of behaviour and actions and why 
different rules may be needed in different places. Do they understand the 
rules in places outside of school and why these are in place? Come to an 
agreement of rules in certain places that you both think should be 
followed.  

French Our learning in French this half term will focus on school life. We will learn 
about classroom objects, school lessons and areas of the school in French. A 
focus of this topic will also be on how to ask and answer questions when 
speaking in French.  

Find out the name for common objects around your house and practise 
reading, writing and pronouncing these words. Also, you could research 
how to ask some key questions in French and practise this skill.  

 

 


