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Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back to Northwood, I hope that you all had a super half term. The weather has certainly been challenging 
and winter shows no sign of stopping yet. I don’t take the decision lightly to close the school, however the ‘Beast 
from the East’ caused so many problems not only for the safety of our children but for staff having to travel into 
school, that I’m sure you can appreciate it was the right decision to make. Parent consultation arrangements will 
now take place on Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th March. A huge thank you to Dale Markham for ensuring that the 
walkways into school remain safe and to Clare Readman for making sure that communication to parents via text and 
Facebook were kept up to date. 
 
Staff News 
We would like to give a big Northwood welcome to Mrs Campbell who will be teaching Class 9 (Year 4) until the end 
of the academic year. Another piece of good news is the safe arrival of Mrs Wassell’s baby girl Ava who was born on 
Friday 2nd February. Both mother and baby are doing well. 
 
British Science Week: Monday 12th March – Friday 16th March 
This half term Northwood will be celebrating British Science Week. The theme for this year is exploration and 
discovery, encouraging young people to think about everyday discoveries and how they affect their lives by exploring 

science in the world all around us; from their home and schools, to their local area and 
wider environment. It is also a chance for young people to consider how exploration 
and discovery can have a positive impact on the future. During the week the children 
will be engaged in a range of practical experiments and investigations which have 
been organised by Mrs Bainbridge and Miss Robinson who are leading Science during 
this academic year. 
 

Sports Relief Week: 19th – 23rd March 
At Northwood we love getting involved with national events which 
give us the opportunity to raise awareness and support worthwhile 
charities. During this week at school there will be a range of sporting 
and physical activities for the children to be engaged in. On Friday 
23rd March I am inviting the whole school community to come in 
dressed in sportswear. Any monetary contributions will be greatly 
appreciated and will go to this worthwhile charity.  
 
E-Safety Matters 
The school has recently had to deal with a number of issues linked to online gaming, specifically the communication 
function on Xbox Live. Northwood prides itself on providing all of our children with robust knowledge and strategies 
of how to keep themselves safe online as well how to act appropriately. If you know your child accesses Xbox Live or 
any other form of online direct messaging, please ensure that are behaviour is acceptable. 
 
Parking Patrol at Northwood 
Pupil Voice matters at Northwood. Last week a Year 6 boy came to speak to me frustrated about the number of 
people who are parking their cars on the zigzag lines at the front of the school at the beginning and end of the school 
day. He told me that it can sometimes be difficult to cross the road safely, especially first thing on a morning. I have 
decided to enrol the help of the Year 6 children to carry out some parking surveys before school in the coming 
weeks. If you see a group of Northwood children in High Vis jackets, they may be monitoring where you park your 
car and may provide you with information about the importance of clear access to the school site. Thank you for 
your cooperation in this matter. 

 
Facebook 
Many parents have commented on how useful they find our Facebook page to keep up to date with 
what’s happening at Northwood. Please take a minute to like our Facebook page via the following 
link: www.facebook.com/northwoodprimary 

http://www.facebook.com/northwoodprimary


 
Attendance Matters 
We are half way through the academic year and I am very pleased with the progress we are making in school. 
However, I need your help in an important matter. Quite simply, the absence rates for our children are too high – we 
need to reduce the number of days that our children are having absent from school. Attendance from September 
until February half term was 92.2%. This puts our school in the bottom 10% of schools nationally. We also have 92 
children with attendance below 90% which is four times the national average. 
 
There are a number of factors that are having a detrimental impact upon our attendance rates in school: 

 Holidays in term time – our rates are significantly above national figures 

 Children being kept off poorly, when they are actually well enough to be in school 

 Children staying off all day when they have a medical appointment which may only take a short amount of time  

 Children being kept off when their brother or sister is poorly 

 Parents choosing not to bring their children into school if they’ve slept in and missed the start of the school day. 
 
I will be sending home some information 
on the importance of good attendance, 
potential legal penalties for poor 
attendance and our revised attendance 
strategy. Our rewards continue at 
Northwood and we will be celebrating 
good attendance with events across the 
rest of the academic year. 
 
Friendly Reminder 
Please ensure that payments for School Dinners, Breakfast Club and After School Club are made on time and any 
debts are cleared as quickly as possible. Any non-paid debts may result in your child not being allowed to go to After 
School or Breakfast Club and further action being taken to retrieve any money owed to the school. 
 
Upcoming Dates for your Diary 

 Tuesday 27th February and Tuesday 6th March: Year 3 pedestrian training 

 Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th March: Parent Consultation Evenings 

 Thursday 1st March and Thursday 8th March: Year 3 pedestrian training 

 Friday 9th March: Dress up day in school to celebrate World Book Day 

 Monday 5th March: Swimming Gala at the Dolphin Centre (Invitation only) 

 Monday 5th Match – Year 3 pedestrian training 

 Monday 5th March – Year 2 Fire Brigade visit to school 

 W/b Monday 12th March – British Science Week 

 Monday 12th , 19th and 26th March – Year 1 Class 3 Pedestrian Training 

 Tuesday 13th, 20th and 27th March – Year 1 Class 4 Pedestrian Training 

 Wednesday 14th, 21st and 28th March – Year 2 Class 5 Pedestrian Training 

 Thursday 15th, 22nd and 29th March – Year 2 Class 6 Pedestrian Training 

 Friday 16th March – Netball Tournament at Longfield 

 Monday 19th March – Darlington Dance Festival at the Dolphin Centre ( Invitation only) 

 Friday 23rd March – Dress up day – wear sportswear to school to celebrate Sports Relief 

 Friday 23rd March – Parental Engagement Event in Nursery (Nursery Parents only) 

 School finishes for Spring holidays on Thursday 29th March at 3.30pm and reopens on Monday 16th 
April (After School Club will be available until 6pm on Thursday 29th March). 

 
Thank you for your continued support, 

 
 
 

Zoe Beach, 
Head Teacher 


