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Curriculum Area Reception Home Enrichment Activities 

Communication  
and Language 

 
 

Literacy 

Children will be encouraged to take part in circle time 
activities within small groups and whole class. There will be 
lots of opportunities for pupils to express their views, share 
stories and become confident to speak in a familiar group.  
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to engage in role play to 
develop their expressive language. They will use role play 
scenarios to develop past, present and future forms in their 
speech regarding stages of the story. 
 
Stories covered will include: 

 Non-Fiction life-cycle information books 

 Monkey Puzzle 

 What Ladybird Heard titles (Julia Donaldson) 

 Farmer Duck  

 Dear Zoo 

 A Squash and a Squeeze 

 Oliver’s Vegetables/Oliver’s Fruit Salad 

 Kipper’s Beanstalk 

 10 Little Seeds 
 

Songs covered will include: 

 Little Peter Rabbit 

 Old McDonald had a Farm 

 Five Monkeys 

 Down in the Jungle 

 The Animal Fayre  
 

Children will continue to access Letters and Sounds; with 
some pupils accessing the next set of letters/sounds and 
others consolidating previous learning.  
 
Pupils will continue to develop their writing skills, working 
on pre-cursive handwriting, their names and 
words/sentences containing the learned phonics sounds. 
(e.g. sat/cot and the cat is on a mat etc.) 
 
The children will also begin to read some tricky high 
frequency words such as ‘he’ and ‘was’ (see table opposite).  
Pupils will also learn how to spell some of these tricky words, 
for example, ‘the’ and ‘to’. Please practise recognition of 
these words and graphemes displayed on the bookmark sent 
with the remote learning packs.  
 
The children will be consolidating how to label and describe 
and will now begin to write simple phrases and sentences 
that can be read by others. They will read and write non-
fiction linked to the topic of animals and their babies and 
explore story writing maps to recount a familiar fiction book.  

Encourage your children to complete their Phonics Homework 
provided by school. Concentrate on the formation of the 
letters, especially the ‘curly caterpillar’ letters that can be the 
trickiest to form!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please read with your child regularly and return books to 
school so that a new title can be issued. Encourage your child 
to recognise any ‘tricky words’ they find in their books or in 
their environment. Tricky words are words that cannot always 
be worked out by blending. Your child will progress to a new 
phase when they can recognise all words by sight. In school, 
pupil have been introduced to Phase 2 and 3., and will now be 
consolidating these skills to develop their independent reading 
and spelling. Follow the links below on YouTube for some 
catchy songs: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Epic Phonics: Phase 2/3  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0 
 
Phase 3/4: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Information - Topics  

Autumn 1 
2020 

Autumn 2 
2020 

Spring 1 
2021 

Spring 2 
2021 

Summer 1 
2021 

Summer 2 
2021 

Ourselves Africa Dinosaurs Animals and their 
Babies  

Plants Growth By the Seaside 

Homework Timetable – Reception  

 Issued  Returned to School 

Reading/Library 
Book 

New Book is issued on Monday  Friday (must be kept in school over the 
weekend) 

Home learning 

book (Oxford Owl 

during lockdown) 

Friday Wednesday 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY


Mathematics  This term, the children will acquire a deep understanding of 

numbers to 10. They will learn about the composition of 

each number and learn to subitise (recognise quantities 

without counting) to five.  

Pupils will begin to automatically recall number bonds up to 

five and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.  

 

The children will learn to count verbally beyond 20, 

recognising the pattern of the counting system. They will 

compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, 

recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or 

the same as the other quantity.  

Pupils will explore and represent patterns with numbers up 

to 10, including odds and evens, double facts and how 

quantities can be distributed evenly.           

Children will also explore money and begin to recognise the 

value of coins and continue to recognise, name and 

describe common 2D and 3D shapes.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comparing Quantities Activities: 
 
Practise sharing quantities of objects in the home setting, using 
counters, buttons, coins or items of food e.g. pasta shapes, 
sweets. Start by sharing even numbers of objects (groups of 
4,6, 8,10,12) practically between two (you could use plates or 
draw circles on paper). Use the mantra, ‘one for you, one for 
you, two for you, two for you’ as children share the objects. If 
your child is successful and can share equally, progress to 
sharing objects between three. Challenge children to think 
about sharing an odd number (3, 5, 7, 9, 11)-can it be done? 
 

 
 
 
 
Number Activities to Recognise Quantities: 
Practise subitising by using the Numicon Tiles enclosed with 
this newsletter. Encourage children to recognise the number 
of the tile e.g. 4, rather than counting the spots or saying the 
colour of the Tile. Challenge your child to use this skill when 
looking at other arrangements of quantities e.g. show numbers 
on fingers, on dice, outside etc. If you require another set of 
Numicon Tiles, please ask your child’s class teacher.  
 

Understanding  
the World 

The children will explore the natural world around them, 
making observations and drawing pictures of animals and 
plants, with a focus upon British wild animals. They will 
explore animals and their babies, animals that hatch from 
eggs, including exploration of the lifecycle of a chick/frog. A 
list of themes are included below so you can support your 
child with their learning:  
 

 Domestic/Wild animals 

 Woodlands/Parks/Gardens 

 Sorting/comparing local area animals to animals from 
other countries (Africa) 

 Nocturnal animals 
 

Pupils will continue to care for the garden in the Spring. They 
will explore the signs of Spring in the outdoor classroom and 
wider school grounds.  
 
Children will also begin to explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this country and life in other 
countries (Africa), drawing on knowledge from stories, 
nonfiction texts and maps.   

Children can record their knowledge of a chick/frog lifecycle in 
their Home-School diaries and share with their class teacher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encourage your child to observe and describe the signs of 
Spring in their garden or local park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

Children will explore collage/sculpture and will learn how to safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.  
 
During child initiated learning, pupils will have access to a wide variety of creative materials and will be able to express their 
own creativity. They will share their creations, explaining the process they have used.  Pupils will be able to access a variety of 
small world and role play activities to develop expressive language and will make use of props and materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and stories. The children will invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 
teacher.   
 
Pupils will learn to sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes Action Songs and themed songs. They will perform songs, 
rhymes, poems and stories with others, and try to move in time with music. 

 


