
                                                                                                                                         

 

Curriculum Area  Areas to be taught in school Possible Activities to be done at home 

 

English 

 

During our English lessons this half term we will be using stories to link the topic 

of The Roman Empire. We will be reading ‘The Story of Rome’ by Rosie Dickins 

and ‘The Roman Chronicle’ by John Barraclough. The children will be retelling a 

myth, writing a newspaper report as well as writing their own stories. In 

Grammar lessons we will be learning how to use different conjunctions, fronted 

adverbials and expanding our sentences.  

Please support your child at home by helping them 

with their weekly spellings as well as reading their 

school reading book at night. Please sign the 

reading records. 

 

Maths 

 

 

In maths this half term, children will: 

 Count from 0 in multiples of 6, 9, 25 and 1000. 

 Know and use the facts of the 6 and 9 times tables. 

 Recognise roman numerals up to 100. 

 Add, subtract and convert fractions. 

 Use coordinates to describe positions.  

 Find the area of 2D shapes. 

By the end of Year 4, children are expected to 

know all of the times tables and related division 

facts. The sooner the children know these the 

easier and more enjoyable maths will become. 

Please help your child learn them.  

Look for examples of Roman numerals around your 

home and when you are out and about. 

 

Science 

In Science this half term, we will be learning all about sound. By the end of the 

unit the children will be able to: say how sounds are made and how sounds travel, 

say how we can make a sound louder or quieter, say how to change the pitch of 

a sound, say how sound changes when we move away from source, say how we can 

use air to make music, explain what an echo is, investigate how to make the best 

string telephone. 

Have a chat with your child about what they have 

been learning about sound in school. Can they relate 

it to when you are out and about? Traffic noise 

makes for a great discussion about sound waves and 

the distance between us and the object making the 

sound! 

 

History and 

Geography. 

The children will learn which parts of the world were part of the Roman Empire 

and compare ancient maps with modern maps to make statements about how the 

world has changed. They will learn about the ‘creation’ of Rome and the story of 

Romulus and Remus. They will learn about the Roman invasion of Britain, the 

building of Hadrian’s Wall, growth of the Roman Empire and life in the Roman 

army. They will learn about resistance to the Romans, such as Boudicca. They 

will investigate the ‘Romanisation’ of Britain- with reference to sites in the 

North East and how the Romans changed the previous customs and beliefs of 

the British Isles. 

Visit any Roman heritage sites, including: 

Binchester Roman Fort, Bishop Auckland, 

Piercebridge Roman Fort, Hadrian’s Wall and the 

site of the old Roman road, Dere Street 

(Piercebridge) 

Year 4 

In Spring Term 1 our topic is: 

The Roman Empire 

The information below shows how this is linked to other areas 

of the curriculum. 



Religious 

Education 

The children will be exploring the question: Why is Lent such an important period 

for Christians? The children will learn about fasting and how we use food to 

represent things such as a birthday cake for celebrations. 

Create your own piece of food that can be used for 

celebration/remembrance/etc. Write a set of 

instructions with pictures. 

Computing 

 

 

The children will become toy designers. They will use the program Scratch to 

create a ‘Sprite’ and use codes to programme the picture to move. 

Scratch is available at http://scratch.mit.edu. It is 

free to use and no registration is required. Pupils 

can access the site from home. 

Encourage the children to create a Roman soldier 

and use the codes to program it to march.  

 

Physical 

Education 

The Children have a fantastic opportunity to work with SSP Sedgefield on a 

Wednesday afternoon to learn how to play the invasion game ‘skittles’. Over this 

half term the children will learn different skills such as passing the ball, 

defending and attacking in order to play the game successfully.    

Pease ensure your child has a PE kit in school all of 

the time. This should be black shorts and a plain 

white T-shirt. Appropriate footwear is also 

required. 

 

You could attend a local invasion game such as 

football, rugby, hockey, etc and discuss how to play 

the game successfully.  

 

PSHE 

 

The children will be learning about New Beginnings and Going for Goals. We will 

be talking about setting New Year resolutions and setting targets and goals for 

ourselves, both in school and at home.  

 

Talk to your child about targets and goals at home, 

bedtime routines, teeth brushing, tidying bedroom, 

putting toys away etc. 

 

Music 

The children will be learning to play the recorder with Mr Hargreaves from 

Durham Music Service, they will also be creating their own music to represent a 

Roman scene. They will use symbols to show different instruments and their 

pitch.   

Encourage your child to listen to different genres 

of music and pick up the different beats and 

harmonies. 

 

Art 

The children will be investigating Roman mosaics and finding out how they were 

made. The children will also design and create their own Roman mosaics using 

coloured squares. 

Go on a hunt and find bits of stones and pebbles to 

create a natural Roman Mosaic. You could take a 

photo and bring it to show the class. 

 


