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Northwood Primary School Pupil Premium Impact Report for 

2020/2021 

Context of School  

Northwood Primary School is a primary school in Darlington. The number of children identified as 

disadvantaged is above the national average. 50% of the pupils in the school fell under this classification and 

in some year groups is significantly higher than others. The transient nature of the admissions to Northwood 

Primary School affects the context of the school. 

 

Number of pupils and pupil premium grant (PPG) received in 2020/2021 

Total number of pupils eligible for PPG  163 

Amount of PPG received per pupil  £1320 per pupil.   

Total amount of PPG received  £219,250 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How we use our funding 

At Northwood we believe in supporting all children to do as well as they can, both socially and academically.  

In addition, we believe in supporting our families with issues that may impact on the children’s achievement 

and wellbeing.    
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This academic year children at Northwood Primary School have been affected by the partial school closures 

linked to the global outbreak of Covid-19. During this time, staff at Northwood have worked hard to ensure the 

disadvantage gap does not increase and have supported disadvantaged pupils in new ways including the 

ongoing development of Northwood’s Recovery Curriculum to support children’s social, emotional and 

mental health.  

 

Whilst we welcome Pupil Premium Funding we also recognise that prior to this specific funding we have 

always strived to support our children as best we can. Because of this, the ways in which we are using the 

funding are not necessarily new initiatives but rather a continuation of the good practice which was already 

in place.  To effectively implement the Pupil Premium Strategy for 2020-2021 was projected to cost more than 

the Pupil Premium funding total the school receives.  

 

The transient nature of admissions to Northwood Primary School has also not been factored into the Pupil 

Premium funding for this academic year.  

 

 Nurser

y 

Recep

tion 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Total 

New Pupils 

2020-2021 

7 5 5 9 8 11 9 7 61 

Leavers 2020-

2021 

6 4 7 6 10 6 5 6 50 

 

Please refer to the school’s Pupil Premium Strategy 2020-2021 for a detailed overview of expenditure and a 

review of its impact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Curriculum  

All of the implemented support for the curriculum at Northwood has a clear rationale, is evidence based and 

is built on research that demonstrates effectiveness in supporting disadvantaged pupils. 

 

  
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 A whole school Outdoor Learning Long Term Plan to utilise and maximise the out-

door spaces we have at Northwood. This includes the development of non-negotia-

bles so that all teachers take learning outside of the classroom at least once a 

week. We know that for some of our disadvantagd families they don’t have any 

outdoor spaces at home, it is for this reason that we want to enable as many of our 

pupils as possible to have rich outdoor learning opportunities whilst at school. 

 

 

 

 Glockenspiels bought for Key Stage Two as Northwood’s tuned instrument. All chil-

dren will have access to lessons that teach them to play the glockenspiel. This is a 

progressive curriculum and is offered right through to Year 6. Children have been 

provided with opportunities to perform to a wide range of audiences  

 

 Individual tuition is provided for children who express an interest in certain instru-

ments. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Purchased and used technology to increase the quality of learning 

in lessons and increasing Pupil Premium access to the internet and 

increase the range of books that are available to the children. This 

is done through Times Tables Rock Stars and Accelerated Reader 

Resources. Online reading resources are readily available at differ-

ent times throughout the school day for those children who may 

not have access to such resources at home.  This continued 

through the partial school closure where children and their families 

were signposted to times tables opportunities through TT Rock 

Stars. Weekly challenges were set for the children to complete at 

home.  Teachers and senior staff in school also directed children to 

the Accelerated Reader website to take quizzes on books that 

they are reading at home. 

 myON – Staff received training on myON delivered by George Curtis, which is an online 

bank of books that link to our Accelerated Reader programme.  This was used during 
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lockdown to enable all children to access a range of books with work set by teachers.  

The use of this programme will develop over the Summer Term. 

 At Northwood we offer secure, regular and high quality support for PP children in need of additional 

help through specific resources – Accelerated reader, Code X, Teaching Assistant dedicated time, 

additional Educational Psychology provision,  Language and Communication strategies and assess-

ments and through our quality team of Teaching Assistants. 

 A structured CPD package that is focused on quality first 

teach, with a key focus on supporting disadvantaged 

learners. This has included whole school phonics training, 

cognitive load theory, curriculum at Northwood, remote 

teaching and learning, Fluency & Precision teaching, 

returning to school training. 

 Secure regular and high quality additional support for PP 

children in Y6 via an additional Level 2 Teaching 

Assistant.  

 Catch up funding used to employ an experienced, ex-

pert additional teacher for a term in Year 4 and half a 

term in Reception 

 Regular theme days to provide children with knowledge and opportunities that broaden 

their experiences of local, regional and national events, charities and celebrations. With a 

particular focus on the most vulnerable children, giving them opportunities they wouldn’t 

ordinarily experience. These days often provide pupils with a chance to develop their self 

assurance by performing, reading aloud, presenting information and debating within their 

classrooms. Some examples of this are below. 
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Raising Aspiration through Northwood’s Curriculum 

At Northwood we strongly believe that there is evidence that a 

nationwide shift in thinking around culture is required to support 

children’s aspirations. 

 

One of the great injustices of the British Education system is that 

pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds are still less likely to 

make better progress at school despite all the initiatives com-

pared to their non-disadvantaged peers. (Recent report from 

socio-mobility commission) Nationally, the gap is growing not 

closing, this pre-dates the pandemic. At Northwood we are de-

termined to ensure this is not the case.  

 

At Northwood Primary School we ensure that aspiration is em-

bedded into our practice and curriculum to support children in 

identifying and achieving their aspirations. Lots of schools put a lot of effort into raising aspirations to increase 

achievement however we believe this is based on a false assumption of low aspirations. If not supported ap-

propriately, the real challenge for disadvantaged pupils is not raising their aspirations, it is achieving their aspi-

rations. 
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Each half term children study a range of significant people who have had an impact on the world and how 

we live our lives, this is through Science, Geography and History. This highlights real-world examples of scien-

tific, geographic and historical success, learning about these significant people allows the children to recog-

nise the endless future career and life possibilities that scientific knowledge can provide. Our curriculum is am-

bitious enough to introduce children to new experiences and powerful knowledge that will facilitate their aspi-

rations, rather than an aspiration being an abstract concept.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Libbie Hyman  

Mary Anning  
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Early Years Premium 

 Reception PP children benefited from receiving targeted interventions to support them in developing their 

knowledge and understanding of the prime areas of learning and to further support them in Year One 

readiness. This included the deployment of a ‘Catch Up Teacher’ to secure the basic skills for these children. 

Miss G Sanderson was used successfully to reduce group teaching size and to provide tailored teaching in the 

basic skills. Additional pastoral support was also provided for target children and Mr Melia supported several 

children in building relationships with others and supporting self regulation. Personal, social, emotional 

development activities have also been provided through the deployment of Nurture Classes via Miss 

Robinson. Summer Term progress scores show that PP children have made good or better progress in all areas 

of learning and matching the progress scores of non-PP children. However, non-pp outperformed PP children 

in progress in the areas of self regulation, writing, number and number patterns.  

 

 

Recovery Curriculum 

This academic year our Recovery Curriculum has been at the heart of our school priorities. It has been 

woven through all elements of learning so that children have the opportunity to be well supported through 

the ongoing changes, disruption and confusion that the Pandemic has brought. We realised that during 

Lockdown all children will have experienced loss. With staff we have reflected on the five types of loss 

during this pandemic. These are; routine structure, friendship, opportunity and freedom.  From these five 

losses there are three significant dynamics;  
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The five losses may differ for every child based on a range of variables and factors including age/stage, 

emotional intelligence, opportunity, family context, level of vulnerability.  

As the academic year progressed, it soon became apparent that the Coronavirus pandemic was still very 

much a part of our children’s lives and was continuing to affect us all in different ways. We thought it was 

therefore necessary to continue to provide children with the social and emotional support they need to 

continue to be resilient learners. The Recovery Curriculum continued right through the academic year.  

Details of the stages of Recovery are below: 
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Phase 2 – The 5 Cs 
Phase 3 – The 5 Ts 
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Remote Learning 

 On January 4th, the Prime Minister announced that schools would close in England for the majority of pupils 

(except those whose parents are key workers/vulnerable children. This meant that from January 5th 

Northwood’s Remote Curriculum came into force. It was extremely important that we considered how our 

remote learning offer would benefit our disadvantaged pupils and how we could ensure that the gap 

between them and their peers did not grow. 

 Each day, we aimed to ensure that our children took part in approximately 3 hours of teaching and study 

time. For pupils in Key Stage Two this was be up to 4 hours. 

  This was achieved by…  

Phase 4 – Transition 
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 • Task 1: The first of two live teaching sessions on Microsoft Teams, this may be 

English, Maths or another curriculum area. Accompanying tasks will be explained 

during this session. (25 minutes) 

 • Task 2: The second of two live teaching session. Accompanying tasks will be 

explained during this session. (25 minutes) 

 • Task 3: A pre-recorded lesson on our school YouTube account where 

children will be set a variety of subject learning tasks across the weeks, reflecting 

the range of subjects taught in school. 

 Across the week all children were set: 

 • A PE challenge 

 • An art challenge 

 • Times Table Rockstars learning 

 • An outdoor challenge 

 • Tasks through Education City 

  

 Children without internet access 

 We know that a significant percentage of our school population have 

limited or no access to technology or internet at home, we are aware that 

having access to a device is different to having enough access. As part of 

Parent Consultations teachers consulted with every family about their 

access to internet.  

 • Provide a limited number of laptops to families to loan for free, 

through a home-school loan agreement. 

 • Source 4G mobile internet for families who do not have internet in the family home.  

 • Provide a place in school, where vulnerable children and critical workers are able to attend. Not being 

able to access any home learning can make a child ‘vulnerable’.  

  

 The data shows that most of our laptops available to loan were loaned to disadvantaged families. 

 ‘Having access to a device is not the same as having enough access.’ 

  

 

 

Research Led Practice  

All of our practice at Northwood is led by the best evidence on supporting students to learn remotely. All 

teaching staff have received up to date training on the EEF’s most recent guidance around best practice.  

When implementing strategies to support pupils’ remote learning, or supporting parents to do this, our teach-

ers always consider: 

• Teaching quality is more important than how lessons are delivered 

• Ensuring access to technology is key, especially for disadvantaged pupils 

• Peer interactions can provide motivation and improve learning outcomes 

• Supporting pupils to work independently can improve learning outcomes 
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• Different approaches to remote learning suit different types of content and pupils 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Premium Engagement with Remote Learning January 

– March 2021 

PP pupils engaging with live sessions  

(in school or at home)  

85.21% 

PP pupils learning in school (key worker or vulnerable) 37.87% 

PP pupils with good or better engagement with remote 

learning 

50.29% 

PP pupils whose engagement was a cause for concern 11.83% 

 

 
The data above recognises that the vast majority of disadvantaged pupils 

engaged with Remote Learning during the Lockdown. Over half of the Pupil 

Premium pupils had good or better engagement. 

 It is reassuring to see that our commitment to offering wrap around care to 

all children is having a positive impact on disadvantaged families. Almost 

half of all of the children that access either breakfast or after school club are 

Pupil Premium. We know that the families value the fact that their children 

are offered a meal during these times.  As well as this, all of our children are 

offered toast free of charge on their way into school. 

 

 

We have been excited to start a new partnership with Gregg’s for our breakfast 

provisions. Gregg’s work with local businesses to sponsor our Breakfast Club. We 

are also now able to offer all children toast on their way into school too. We can 

use the bread provisions should a child have to isolate too. 

We have also been able to use the Greggs Hardship Funding grants to support 

some of our most vulnerable families by applying for support with the purchase 

of white goods, beds and bedding, supermarket vouchers and clothing 

vouchers. 
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During school closures we offered all of our 

disadvantaged families food parcels, as well as 

signposting them to wider support within the 

community such as church food schemes, uniform 

exchanges and technology support.  
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Autumn  72 37 51.4% 48 26 54% 

Spring  86 40 46.5% 56 30 53.5% 

Summer 

103 

51 49.5% 74 40 54% 



14 

School Visits  

 

This academic year school visits have not been able 

to take place in their usual manner due to Covid 19 

restrictions. We have though carefully about how to 

plan lesson sequences and opportunities using our 

outdoor environment to ensure that this has not 

limited the children’s Curriculum experiences.  

We have used some Pupil Premium funding to 

subsidise an exciting visit for our Year 6 pupils to 

celebrate the end of their journey at Northwood. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

 

 
 

The above table shows the whole school attendance for this academic year. This attendance 

figure is 90.1% which is significantly below the expected standard. Disadvantaged pupils have an 
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attendance figure of 90.6% for the academic year, which is slightly higher than their non-

disadvantaged peers.  

At Northwood we can dissegrate our attendance data by removing pupils who have left this 

academic year (a total of 62) and also those children from the GRT community. You can see from 

the data below that with these two groups of pupils removed from the attendance significantly 

improves the attendance figure for disadvantaged pupils and brings their attendance higher than 

the 2017/2018 average. 

Dissaggregated Data 

 
 

 

Pupils and families are rewarded with a  range of attendance insentives as a way of encouraging 

good attendance. This includes weekly choc ices, fortnightly hot chocolates, a weekly 

attendance raffle, half termly certificates and 100% attenders for the full year received pantomime 

tickets for December. 
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Outcomes 2020-2021 

(Unofficial due to Covid 19) 

*A 'TSDC average' has been included within all analysis documents. This shows an average of all schools who 

have submitted unofficial who are part of The School Data Company.* 

Early Years 

 

44% of Disadvantaged pupils achieved the GLD compared to 61% of ‘other TSDC’ pupils  

• The percentage of disadvantaged children achieving GLD has decreased this year, this being due 

to the Covid 19 school closures and not having a full school year to focus on narrowing the attain-

ment gap. The majority of Early Years pupils have had a two year disruptive education (Nursery and 

Reception) 

• The Reception children had 2 periods of isolation in the Autumn Term (equivalent to 20 days of 

missed face to face teaching) This has significantly impacted our children’s social & emotional devel-

opment, including limited opportunities to develop their speech language and communication 

needs. 

 

Year 1 Phonics Screening 

67% of Disadvantaged pupils achieved the standard compared to 84% of ‘other’ pupils nationally in 2020.  

• Pupils who are from a disadvantaged background continue to perform very well despite another dis-

rupted school closure period.  

• Disadvantaged pupils who did not pass the screening will be targeted with Wave 2 phonics support 

plus quality first teaching in the Autumn Term of 2021. 
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  

  

Key Stage One 

Reading – 50% of Disadvantaged pupils achieved the expected standard compared to 74% of ‘TSDC other’ 

Writing - 45% of Disadvantaged pupils achieved the expected standard compared to 64% of ‘TSDC other’ 

Maths - 54% of Disadvantaged pupils achieved the expected standard compared to 74% of ‘TSDC other’ 
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Key Stage Two 

Reading - 71% of Disadvantaged pupils achieved the expected standard compared to 83% of ‘TSDC other’ 

Writing - 64% of Disadvantaged pupils achieved the expected standard compared to 80% of other pupils 

nationally. 

Maths - 68% of Disadvantaged pupils achieved the expected standard compared to 79% of other pupils 

nationally. 
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Combined – 53% of Disadvantaged pupils achieved the combined measure compared to 69% of other 

pupils nationally. 

 

• Pupil Premium children perform broadly in line with their non-pupil premium peers in reading, writing 

and maths but not as a combined measure.  

• Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds achieved higher percentages of greater depth standards 

than their non-disadvantaged peers. 

 

Pupils Achieving Greater depth standard.  

At KS2 4% of disadvantaged children achieved a combined Greater Depth Standard across Reading, 

Writing and Maths. A particular strength is the greater depth SPaG outcomes for disadvantaged pupils, 

whereby 23% of PP children achieved greater depth standard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020-2021 whole school attainment outcomes 
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Year Group % of PP pupils on track or better 

 Reading Writing Maths 

Reception     

Year 1 68% 68% 73% 

Year 2 86% 79% 70% 

Year 3 84% 60% 80% 

Year 4 69% 72% 81% 

Year 5 68% 68% 77% 

Year 6  83% 70% 63% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


