
 

During this term, our theme is:   

Who were the Mayans?                                              

Below are the areas that we are covering.  

Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible activities to be done at home 
 
 
 

English 

 
 

This half term, we will be reading a great new 
text for Y6 - The Boy at the Back of the Class by 
Onjali Q. Rauf. This is a story of friendship, 
hope, humour and the importance of 
kindness, told from a unique perspective of a 
young refugee. This exceptional book, which 
we are sure the children will love, will drive our 
reading and writing the first part of the half term.  

Encourage your child to read for pleasure at home 
and to share what they have read with the class. 
They may also like to visit the library to read other 
books along similar themes or by other new 
children’s authors. Any wider reading would be 
great to capture in some form, possibly a written 
review, photograph or poster.  

 
 

 

History  
 
 
 

We will be exploring the ancient Maya 
civilisation, learning who the ancient Maya 
people were, and where and when they lived. 
We will also be finding out about the religious 
beliefs and rituals of the ancient Maya people 
and important inventions during this period in 
history – including the discovery of chocolate! 

As part of this topic we will be learning about the 
Maya calendar system. See if you can find out 
about one of the calendars in more detail. You 
could also produce a diagram or model to 
demonstrate how it works. 

 
Physical Education 

Please ensure your child has an indoor and 
outdoor kit in school at all times. 

 
 

 
We will be learning and applying the rules of a 
series of invasion games. We will start with the 
basic skills needed to play the game, before 
developing our skills into full matches. 

 
You could also research a ball game played during 
the Maya period called ‘Pok-a Tok’ – an unusual 
game where players were only allowed to use their 
heads, shoulders, elbows, wrists and hips to get a 
ball through a hoop high off the ground! 

 
 

Art 
 
 

 

 
This half term we will build on our study of 
famous American artists, introduced in the Y5/6 
transition days, beginning with some clay 
sculptures inspired by the artist Frida Khalo. This 
study of American artists will continue 
throughout the Autumn term.  

 
The artists we will be studying include Frida Khalo, 
Joaquin Torres Garcia, Leonora Carrington and 
Diego Rivera. Find out more about the artists and 
create your own masterpiece inspired by one of 
these talented people. 
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Science 

We will be investigating living things, researching 
the history of classification and famous scientists 
linked to this. We will be developing our 
understanding of how micro-organisms, plants 
and animals can be divided into groups, 
according to their common characteristics. We 
will also be devising our own classification keys 
to see if we can invent systems as good as the 
scientists we study. 

Research an area of the natural world your child is 
particularly interested in. They can present this 
knowledge in any form of their choice and bring in 
to school to share with the rest of the class. See if 
they can produce a fascinating fact file about an 
unusual species or their favourite animal. 

 
Religious Education 

 

We will be looking at the theme of Humanism, 
finding out what this means, exploring influential 
humanist thinkers and discussing their main 
beliefs. 

Encourage conversations at home about the 
subject. Share your own views honestly and discuss 
the importance of respecting the beliefs of others.  

 
Computing 

 

We will be planning and evaluating apps 
designed for mobile devices, including evaluating 
current apps, designing a new app and giving a 
presentation for a new app. 

Collect information about the apps that you may 
use at home. Find out what the apps are used for 
and who they are helpful to. 

 
French 

 

We will be learning ‘All About France’ - from its 
main cities to its famous French people and 
landmarks.  The children will use key vocabulary 
related to France and in particular to Paris. 

Practise using the French vocabulary learnt in 
school at home. Can you teach anyone any new 
French words or phrases? Find out about a famous 
French person and create a fact file on this person 
to share in class.  

 
Music 

 

This half term’s music theme is based around 
musical performance. We will be developing our 
understanding on the process of a performance 
from simple rhythmical patterns to flash mob 
dances. 

Research your favourite performer in music – find 
out what skills they bring to the performance and 
maybe how you could use or adapt these skills in 
your own or group performances throughout this 
half term’s music lessons.  

 
PSE 

What is meant by a healthy lifestyle? We will be 
discussing key factors around living a healthy 
lifestyle, including diet and exercise. 

Create an advertising campaign for younger 
children around importance of eating healthily and 
being active in order to live a longer life. 

 


