
Y3 Writing Activity Grid            
Year 3 writing features checklist: 

 I can use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense. 
 I can use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 

 I can use omissive apostrophes, commas in a list, question and exclamation marks correctly. 
 I can compose and rehearse sentences orally applying rich and varied vocabulary. 
 I can use of paragraphs as a way to group related material. 
 I can use simple organisational devices when writing non-narratives. 
 I can add detail to writing using expanded noun phrases. 
 I can use a range of punctuation correctly. 
 I can use a/an correctly. 
 I can write non-fiction texts, formally setting out information clearly for the reader. 
 I can write for a range of real purposes and audiences. 
 I can write using the accurate verb form. 
 I can write in narratives, beginning to create settings, describing characters and creating plot. 
 I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when 

adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined. 

Choose an activity from below and complete it on lined paper if possible. Remember to add the date. 
Once you have completed your first draft, read through, edit and improve then write the final draft.  
Check punctuation, spellings and the checklist above to make your writing the best it can be. 

Setting Description 

Write a short, descriptive 
paragraph to match the 
scene to the right.   
Try to include 
adverbs/prepositions… that 
show manner, place… Above 
the ocean, on the sand, 
through the trees…  
Do not forget to use 
adjectives in expanded noun  

phrases: the white, sugary 

sand, the foamy turquoise 
ocean… 

 

Narrative Story 

https://www.literacyshed.co
m/the-clock-tower.html  
Open the link and watch the 
animation called The Clock 
Tower. 
Read the blurb  
underneath it. 
Write a story in the style of 
a fairy tale about the 
animation. 

Postcard 

Imagine you are on holiday 
(anywhere of your choice). 
Write a short postcard from 
your holiday to a friend or 
family member back home 
telling them about the 
amazing time you are 
having.  

Speech Conversation 
Write a typical conversation 
between you and your best 
friend. 
Show me that you can use 
and apply the rules of direct 
speech: 
1. Use inverted commas 

(speech marks) around 
the spoken words. 

2. Capital letter to start 
speech. 

3. Put end of sentence 
punctuation inside the 
speech marks. 

4. Say who said it.  
5. New speaker, new line. 

Sentence Structures 
Practise writing different 
sentence structures. 
 

Simple: one subject and one 
verb with no conjunctions: 
The dog played fetch. 
 

Compound: 2 simple 
sentences joined with a 
FANBOYS conjunction: The 
dog played fetch but 
eventually he got tired. 
 

Complex: a main and a 
subordinate clause using an 
I SAW A WABUB 
conjunction: The dog played 
fetch while the sun was 
shining. 

Instructions 
Make a sandwich. 
Write a set of instructions 
that tell someone else how 
to do it. 
Include imperative verbs 
(bossy verbs), adverbials of 
time and manner (first, then, 
next, after that, finally) and 
bullet points. 

 

Information Text 
Write an information report 
about Greece. 
 
Include at least 3 different 
paragraphs.  These could 
be: stone age homes, stone 
age food… 
 
Use headings, sub-headings, 
bullet points etc. to help 
organise your information. 
 

 

Homophones 
Research or think of some 
homophones (same sound 
but different spelling and 
meaning). 

Show you can use each 
version correctly in 
sentences. 
For example: 
I can see a monkey in that 
tree. 
I went for a swim in the sea 
at the beach. 

Apostrophes 
Think about the apostrophe 
for possession (belonging). 
Write a silly paragraph using 
this type of apostrophe as 

many times as you can. 
For example: 
In the jungle, the monkey’s 
tail held tightly on to a tree 
while the crocodile’s jaws 
snapped.   
Make yours much longer 
than mine. 

Persuasion Text 
Create a poster or leaflet 
persuading someone to keep 
healthy. 
Explain the benefits of 

keeping healthy, what can 
happen to the body if you 
don’t stay healthy and tell 
them what they can do to 
keep healthy. 
Consider: diet, exercise, 
teeth, smoking, sleep, 
water… 
 

Adventure Story 
Write an adventure story of 
your choice. 
Think about: 
 Two main characters 

 Where will the story 
happen? 

 What will the adventure 
be? 

 What will go wrong? 
 How will it be resolved? 
 A good ending 
 

 

More writing learning activities can be accessed through the following websites: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/literacy.shtml 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/literacy-games/7-11-years 
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