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Dear Parents/Carers, 

What a successful half term it has been at Northwood. Right across the school the children are making fantastic 

progress in their learning and staff have worked exceptionally hard to ensure there are plenty of really positive 

experiences happening in school. Feedback in our most recent Trust Review with Becky Pavey and Mark Dent was 

exceptional. They were most impressed by the behaviour and attitude of our children and the positive relationships 

our staff have developed with their pupils and the quality of work in books. A well-deserved rest next week is 

definitely recommended! 

Afternoon playtimes for Year 4 to Year 6  

As a school we are continually working to make playtimes and lunchtimes even more positive for our children. A 

recent Pupil Voice survey of our oldest children in school highlighted the children’s desires to have more time to play 

on the Trim Trail and make full use of the new playtime equipment that has been recently purchased. As a staff we 

have responded to this feedback and altered the structure of afternoon play for our children in Years 4 to 6. As a 

result children now have 10 minutes of purely positive play with fewer children accessing the playground at a time. 

Feedback from the pupils already is really positive and successful. As a school we will continue to monitor playtimes 

to ensure that our children are getting the full benefits of our environment. 

Attendance 

Northwood’s new Attendance Strategy devised by Mrs Peart 

and Paula Stainthorp has already been a hit this year. 

Attendance from September up to the beginning of this 

week is 96.1%. This is significantly better than the same time 

last year. A huge thank you must go to all the parents and 

carers who have worked positively with us since the start of 

the year to make sure that children come to school every 

day. Hot Chocolate Club, Early Years Haribo Club, Choc Ice 

Friday, Magical Monday, Weekly Attendance Raffles, 

Popcorn and Movie Afternoons and attendance certificates 

and text messages have all contributed to this marked 

improvement in attendance. This week one lucky family (yet to be drawn) will also win a voucher to spend at 

Morrisons as part our Hot Chocolate Club Strategy…wonder who that will be? Photographs of these events on 

Facebook will aim to capture all children by the end of the year. 

Facebook 

We continue to receive great feedback from parents and carers about how useful they find our Facebook page to 

keep up to date with what’s happening at Northwood. Please take a minute to like our Facebook page via the 

following link:  www.facebook.com/northwoodprimary. 

Judo Dan 

Over the last 2 weeks, Mrs Taylor has organised for Judo Dan to come into school and teach the children some self-

defence. The children have responded really positively to this experience and Judo Dan commented on how well-

behaved and active our children have been.  



 

Potato Growing 

As part of our growing success campaign each class has designed a container and 

has planted one very special potato as part of a whole school competition. There 

are various categories that classes are competing to win. Which class can grow the 

heaviest potato? Which class grows the most potatoes from one special potato? 

Which class can grow the wonkiest potato? Children have a responsibility to take 

care of their own container and the competition will continue until the last week 

of school in December. 

 

Harvest Festival Collection  

The first week back after half term will be our Harvest Collection. We are asking the school community to contribute 

dried and tinned foods and bring them into school during the first week. Our collection will be displayed in the hall 

and on Friday 9th November we will donate them to a local worthy food bank. Please give generously. 

Non-Uniform Day – Friday 26th October 

Reagan in Year 4 asked if the school could have a non-uniform day on the last day of this half term. This was a 

brilliant idea and I am inviting the whole school community to either wear their own clothes, Halloween costumes, 

fancy dress or onesies. What a wonderful way to celebrate the end of a very successful half term and the start of a 

week off school. 

November Dates for your Diary 

The school will close for half term at 3:30pm on Friday 26th October. School will reopen on Monday 5th November. 

 Week beginning Monday 5th November – Harvest Festival food collection. Food will be donated to a local 

food bank at the end of the week. 

 Week beginning Monday 5th November – Learning Outside of the Classroom at Northwood: Warm clothing is 

recommended! 

 Tuesday 6th November – The Lord Worshipful Mayor visiting school linked with Remembrance Sunday. 

 Tuesday 6th November – Parents Evening 3:30pm-5:00pm 

 Wednesday 7th November – Parents Evening 3:30pm-6:00pm 

 Wednesday 7th November - Nursery and Reception Bring a Teddy to school day. 

 Week beginning Monday 12th November – Anti Bullying Week in school. This year’s theme is “Choose 

Respect”. 

 Monday 12th November – Odd Sock Day: ‘We’re all different’ 

 Tuesday 13th November – National Kindness Day. 

 Thursday 15th November: Stop Cyberbullying Day. 

 Friday 16th November – Children in Need: wear wacky clothes to school. 

 Week beginning Monday 19th November – Road Safety Week 

 Monday 19th November – Nursery Rhyme Day in Early Years. 

 Tuesday 20th November – Bring Your Wheels to School Day (as part of Road Safety Week). 

 Thursday 22nd November – Class 12 Virgin Money Christmas Market in Darlington Town Centre. 

December Events will follow in the next newsletter. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 

 

Head Teacher 


