
   

Year Group: 2 Class Teachers: Class 5 Mrs TaylorClass 6 Mr Sanderson and Miss Robinson                   Term: Autumn 1 2019 
 

During this term, our theme is:  

Britain V Kenya  
 

How does the geography of Kenya 

compare with where we live?  

 
Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible activities to be done at home 

English 

The children are going to read a mixture of stories, poems and non-fiction 

texts to complement their Geography work on Britain and Kenya. 

The children will start by reading Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain, this is a 

repetitive poem that the children will learn and perform. The children will 

imagine they are an animal in the story and write setting descriptions of the 

African Plain. The children will then read a book called ‘The Hunter’ and will 

retell the story. We will also read Julia Donaldson’s The Ugly Five. Once we 

have read this book the children will produce fact files about their preferred 

Kenyan animal. 

 Encourage your child to read for 

pleasure at home.  

 Could your child visit the library and 

find any books linked to our topics of 

Britain and Kenya? 

 Practise the poetry at home using 

actions to help you remember it. 

Maths 

This half term we will be doing a lot of work on place value – particularly 

breaking a number down into 10s and 1s. The children will focus on addition 

and subtraction and will also look at 2D and 3D shapes. The children will carry 

out weekly arithmetic and times tables tests. 

 Practise counting in 

2s, 3s, 5s and 10s.  

 Log on to Timetables 

Rockstars and beat 

your high score!  

 Use lollypop sticks and pompoms to 

represent 10s and 1s and make your 

own 2 digit numbers.  

Geography 

This half term the children will be answering the question ‘How does the 

geography of Kenya compare to where we live?’ The children will learn to 

locate and label Kenya on a world map, as well as Britain. They will go on to 

learn about what life is like for people living in Kenya, what National Parks and 

animals are in Kenya and finally how their life is different to Kenyan people. 

 Research Kenyan food – can you 

prepare and make a typical Kenyan 

dish? 

 What are Kenyan clothes like? Design 

an typical Kenyan outfit. Why do they 

have to wear the style of clothes that 

you have researched? 

Science 

We will be studying living things and their habitats. As part of our Science 

learning Jay’s Animals will be visiting school. We will be exploring our school 

grounds and local area and making our own habitats for the creatures within 

our school grounds. The children will also learn about world habitats, food 

chains and the basic needs of living things. 

 Create a habitat at home for the living 

things in your home or garden.  

 Create bird feeders or animal food to 

attract new wildlife to your 

environment 

 Use the internet to carry out extra 

research to bring to school and 

impress the class.  

 Carry out a survey of the wildlife you 

see at home. 
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During this term, our theme is:  

Britain V Kenya  
 

How does the geography of Kenya 

compare with where we live?  

 

Computing 

We will be looking at computer games and finding out how computer games 

work. We will be using Scratch software to create a programme that moves a 

plane from Britain to Kenya. 

 Use the Scratch software at home to 

practise the skills you have 

learnt in class.  

www.scratch.mit.edu  

Religious Education 

This half term we will be learning about Hinduism. We will study Hindu core 

beliefs and look at famous Hindu stories such as Rama and Sita. The children 

will also be looking at the festival of Diwali and will get ready to celebrate 

Diwali in school (29th October). 

 Encourage conversations at home 

about the subject  

 Share your views honestly and discuss 

the importance of respecting other 

believes.  

 You could also celebrate Diwali at 

home.  

Physical Education 

We will be looking at Kenyan dance and putting a sequence of moves 

together to create our own Kenyan dance. 

We will be following our new ‘Complete PE’ syllabus. 

 Rehearse your dance at home. 

 Research Kenyan and African dance 

styles on Youtube – can you learn 

more dance moves? 

Music 

We will be listening to traditional Kenyan and English music and will be 

comparing the sounds of each. We will be looking at what instruments are 

traditionally used in Kenyan music. We will be creating our own Kenyan music 

to represent the sounds of animals in Africa. 

 Listen to traditional English and Kenyan 

music, how does it make you feel? 

Art 

This half term in art we will be looking at the beautiful art 

work of Martin Bulinya. We will produce art work in his style 

using water colour paints and pastels.  

 Can you create a picture at home in 

the style of Martin Bulinya?  

Design and 

Technology 

Textiles – the children will design and make prototypes and actual finger 

puppets. The puppets will be Kenyan animals. The children will use their finger 

puppets to help them in English when performing poetry and drama linked to 

their Geography topic. 

 Use materials around the house to 

create finger and hand puppets of 

other favourite story characters. Don’t 

forget to plan your design carefully 

and evaluate it once it’s finished. 

Personal and Social 

Education 

During this half term we shall be looking at health and wellbeing. We shall 

discuss healthy swaps to make sensible food choices. We shall be designing a 

healthy meal and exploring physical activity at school. We will talk about our 

favourite sports and how doing these sports makes us feel. 

 

 

 At home you could ask what your child 

has learned about making healthy 

choices. You could encourage your 

child to swap some foods to make 

sensible food choices. 

 

 

 

http://www.scratch.mit.edu/
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During this term, our theme is:  

How did Nelson Mandela change 
the world? 

Curriculum Area Areas to be taught in school Possible activities to be done at home 

English 

The children will spend time reading some traditional British stories and 

compare these to African narratives they read last half term. The children will 

look at winter stories including The Jolly Christmas Postman and Winnie in 

Winter. Whilst reading their Winnie the Witch story children will write their own 

recipe for a winter spell. There will be an opportunity for the children to recite 

winter poetry as well as writing their own winter poems.  

As ever the children will continue with daily spelling practice and will bring 

spellings home each week.  

 Encourage your child to read for pleasure 

at home.  

 Could your child visit the library and find 

any books linked to our science topic of 

habitats? 

 Practise the poetry at home using actions 

to help you remember it. 

 Continue to practise spellings every day. 

Maths 

Children will start the half term by learning about 2D and 3D shapes. They will 

use what they learnt in Y1 to identify the shapes and then spend time learning 

how to identify and name features of 2D and 3D shapes such as vertices, 

edges and faces. The children will carry out weekly arithmetic and times 

tables tests. The children will learn to interpret and construct pictograms and 

tally charts. Finally, the children will learn to tell the time by recapping o’clock 

and half past times and introducing quarter to and quarter past. 

 

 Practise counting in 2s, 

3s, 5s and 10s.  

 Log on to Timetables 

Rockstars and beat your 

high score!  

 Use lollypop sticks and pompoms to 

represent 10s and 1s and make your own 

2 digit numbers. 

History 

Following on from last half term’s geography topic the children will now look 

at some of Africa and Britain’s famous history. The children’s learning will be 

focused on how Nelson Mandela changed the world and also studying the 

British Royal family. The children will learn about the passing of time and how 

leadership of the two countries has changed over the years.  

 Encourage children to watch the news if 

the Royal Family are on.  

 Encourage conversation around the 

British Royal family, who is their favourite 

member and why?  

Science 

The children will continue their topic of ‘Changing 

Habitats’ We will be exploring our school grounds 

and local area and making our own habitats for the 

creatures within our school grounds. The children will 

also learn about world habitats, food chains and the 

basic needs of living things.  

 Create a habitat at home for the living things 

in your home or garden.  

 Create bird feeders or animal food to attract 

new wildlife to your environment 

 Use the internet to carry out extra research to 

bring to school and impress the class.  

 Carry out a survey of the wildlife you see at 

home. 

Computing 

The children learn to identify and name a variety of animals in their 

habitats. They will use laptops to classify a group of items by 

answering questions and will collect data using tick charts or tally 

charts. On the computers the children will use simple charting 

software to produce pictograms and other basic charts. Finally they 

will take and edit photographs from our wildlife garden. 

 Allow children opportunities to take 

photographs of wildlife at home either on 

a camera, smart phone or tablet. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiv0Puf6KflAhUoAWMBHfhHC3kQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://www.redbubble.com/people/crucible2020/works/33451052-nelson-mandela-abstract-art-freedom?p=canvas-print&psig=AOvVaw0gQlHvpAuRrFygv9k8IS8g&ust=1571556989729869&psig=AOvVaw0gQlHvpAuRrFygv9k8IS8g&ust=1571556989729869
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi30PGz6KflAhUMxoUKHWkDAewQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://everydaypower.com/nelson-mandela-quotes/&psig=AOvVaw0gQlHvpAuRrFygv9k8IS8g&ust=1571556989729869
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During this term, our theme is:  

How did Nelson Mandela change 
the world? 

Religious Education 

The children will answer the question ‘How and why is light important at 

Christmas?’ The children will learn about how light and darkness is important 

to Christians at Christmas, especially during advent. The children will also 

discuss candles, tree lights and fairy lights. 

 Design your own Christmas tree with tree 

lights.  

 Create your own advent calendar and 

draw a Christmas picture behind each of 

the 24 days.  

 Encourage conversation about Christmas 

for Christians compares to religious 

festivals for other religions.  

Physical Education 

The children will focus on ball skills this half term in PE. They will look at skills and 

techniques such as dribbling, keeping possession, passing and receiving the 

ball. 

 Keep active at home by riding your bike 

or scooter, making an effort to walk to 

school and having a play in the park. 

Could you practise PE ball skills too? 

Music 

The children will explore timbre and texture as they listen to music inspired by 

different myths. The first myth the children will look at is the Loch Ness Monster. 

Children will learn a song about the monster and will use instruments to 

accompany the story of the Loch Ness Monster. Each week the children will 

also learn a new song for assembly to perform each Friday. 

 Ask the children to use YouTube to practise 

learning the assembly song of the week.  

 Encourage singing in the home. 

Art 

The children will complete an artist study on William Morris. The children will 

look at art work by William Morris and his prints. The children will create their 

own guided drawings in the style of William Morris but will also make a print 

using string to print their own wallpaper.  

 Look out for William Morris art work 

around your house and in shops. 

 Create your own nature inspired art work.  

 Make their own wallpaper print. 

Design and 

Technology 

The children will continue to finish their finger puppet products. They will then 

evaluate their products and perform a finger puppet show of Handa’s 

surprise and Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain. 

 Use materials around the house to 

create finger and hand puppets of other 

favourite story characters. Don’t forget to plan 

your design carefully and evaluate it once it’s 

finished. 

Personal and Social 

Education 

Children will be answering the question What do I know 

about change? The children will read the story ‘Dogger’ by 

Shirley Hughes and discuss the feelings of Alfie when he lost 

Dogger. The children will also learn about safely using 

medicines and how important safe use of medicine is.  

At home you could emphasise how important it 

is to keep medicines safe.  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiv0Puf6KflAhUoAWMBHfhHC3kQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://www.redbubble.com/people/crucible2020/works/33451052-nelson-mandela-abstract-art-freedom?p=canvas-print&psig=AOvVaw0gQlHvpAuRrFygv9k8IS8g&ust=1571556989729869&psig=AOvVaw0gQlHvpAuRrFygv9k8IS8g&ust=1571556989729869
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi30PGz6KflAhUMxoUKHWkDAewQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://everydaypower.com/nelson-mandela-quotes/&psig=AOvVaw0gQlHvpAuRrFygv9k8IS8g&ust=1571556989729869

